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PENINSULAR RAILWAY street car #4, later #24, at Palo Alto 
about 1917. This car was one of the original six cars of 
the Santa Clara Interurban Railroad Company which started 
Street car service in Palo Alto in 1906. The cars were 
rebuilt for one-man operation with the open section semi- 
enclosed, Photo by Gilbert D. Keitle 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


i e 
FALL EXCURSION SCHEDULE — nd 





The following dates have been reserved at the Joint 
Excursion Advisory Board for the fall of 1951, but all 
trips and destinations are subject to change: 


Se ptember 16 - 


September 16 - Northern California Railroad Club trip 

over the California Western Railroad. See 
the enclosed announcement. 

October 7 - Pacific Coast Chapter R&LHS trip over the Sierra 
Railroad in train'of open platform cars. Trip’ 
starts at Oakdale. Official announcement soon, 

October 21 - Bay Area Electric trip in former Key 495 now 

owned by Association, This trip tentative 
depending on progress of restoration, 

N ovember 4 - Cal-Nevada trip to Placerville via Southern 

Pacific and proposed to Camino via CP&LT. 


CREDITS: Thanks to “Skyline” magazine for pages 4 and 5 
from their July issue, Thanks too to Wilbur C, 

Whittaker for the photos and addition data on pages 3 and 

6. Thanks also'to our many correspondents this month for 

a flood of news, The summer trips dig-up a lot of informat- 

ion that otherwise might not get into print. 


"FIRST CLASS" If you are in the armed forces or move a lot 
it will pay you to have "The Western Rai Iroad- 
er” sent "First Class Mail" to guarentee forwarding. The 
charge for this service is 30¢ per ten issues. 
Also note: Canadian subscriptions 10¢ per ten issues 
extra due to extra postage payable in US currency. Other 
foreign subscriptions by arrangement, 
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Car #2 of the Santa Clara Interurban Railroad 
Company at "The-Circle", University Avenue at 
the S.P. tracks, Palo Alto in 1906. Photo 
from collection of W, C. Whittaker--his father 
is the conductor on the left. 


STREET CARS IN PALO ALTO 





Street car operations in Palo Alto, California, began- 
in 1906 under the name Santa Clara Interurban Railroad Co., 
but soon were taken over by the Peninsular Railway which 
operated the city lines until 1925 

Street Car operations in Palo Alto consisted of two 
lines, The University Avenue-Ravenswood line started on 
University Avenue on the East side of the S.P,. tracks by 
the depot. A number of runs terminated at University and 
Pope, there not being much beyond that point other than 
tomato fields for many years, When the poultry farm craze 
came in a Mr. Weeks developed Runnymeade on the San Mateo 
Side of the Creek in Ravenswood and cars were run out to 
the creek, In earlier years they crossed the creek, but 
after the county wanted the railway to contribute to the° 
maintenance the company stopped just before the bridge. 
The line did not get more than a few hundred feet beyond 
the bridge anyhow. The Waverly Street-Stanford line 
ran from Oregon Avenue and Waverly up Waverly to University 
thence on University and private right of way to Stanford 
University, The Stanford terminus was at various times the 
bootblack stand near the Library and at other times out by 
the corporation yard. The Waverly Street line for many 
years terminated at Waverly and Embarcadero Road, but was 
later extended to Oregon Avenue with a single track save 
passing tracks at Embarcadero and Melville Streets. 

The #14 cut-down job ran exclusively on the University 
Avenue-Ravenswood Line coming along about the time that one- 
man operations started. After down-town operations ended 
in 1925 the Stanford University-—line operated from the S.P. 
Depot to the campus with cars 26 and 32 among others, 

Above facts from Wilbur C,. whittaker whose fathcr worked 
on the original comoany and the Peninsula tailway for many 
years, 
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GALA DAY 
In Palo Alto 


Join the Celebration of the Opening of the 


STREET CAR LINE 


Young Ladies Collect Fares .. All Proceeds for the 


BENEFIT oF TH CHURCHES 
Balloon Ascension 


And Parachute Leap 

















(iames, Races for Old and Young. Prizes in Each Event :: Merchants of Palo Alto Offer 
Discounts :: Reduced Fares on the Southern Pacific. 


THURSDAY, NOV. to. 1906 


COME AND RIDE ON THE CARS 
[==] THE PIRST DAY STREET CARS RUN IN PALD ALTO == 
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9pm that Palo Alto had 
™ street cars for 19 years, it’s surpris- 
ing how few present-day residents 
even realize they existed. For them, 
hen, and for the old-timers who 
would like to refresh their memories, 
hwe present these two pages of Palo 
Milto lore. 


Photo above shows University Ave- 
nue; below, a group of local business- 
men pose beside one of the cars. On 
ithe opposite page is a poster announc- 
ing the great event. 









i: 
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The Day the Streetcars Came to Palo Alto 


According to the Palo Alto Times 
of Nov. 15, 1906: “Under gray skies 
and amid frequent drizzles, the citizens 
of Palo Alto celebrated the opening of 
the local . . . line. The unfavorable 
weather had a tendency to some degree 
to keep people off the streets and also 
cut down the number of visitors from 
out of town. However, the spirit of 
carnival was in the air and the celebra- 
tion went through in spite of the many 
difficulties.” 


Photos courtesy Guy Miller, from the files 
of the Palo Alto Historical Association. 
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PENINSULAR RAILWAY'S PALO ALTO STREET CARS 
Top: Car 14 as rebuilt for one-man operation on University 
Avenue line with the open sections cut-off.--Whittaker 
Middle: ‘Car 32 on the Stanford University Line at campus 


terminus, This was a former San Jose Railroads car. - FAG 


Botton: Car 26 on the Stanford University Line at Univer- 
sity Junction. This was one of the original Palo Alto cars| 


-- Whittaker Photo 
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SACRAMENTO NORTHERN LISBON TRESTLE COLLAPSES 


~The longest electric railway trestle in the U.S. coll- 
apsed July 24 under a 21-car train of gondola cars ioaded 
with steel for the Columbia Steel Mill at Pittsburg, Calif.. 
PAbout a third of the famed 2-mile long structure fell some 
'20 feet to the ground, The train headed by motor 650 re- 
mained upright and just five trucks were off the rails, but 
the crew received various injuries and some of the cars were 
wrenched and bent out of shape. No definate plans for 
reconstruction have been announced . The Vacaville branch 
is cut-off from Sacramento and the fruit rush is being 
routed over the Chipps-Mallard ferry. It is understood 
that the steel shipment are being routed via the Santa Fe 
between Stockton and Port Chicago. - Bay Area Review 





The insurance carrier for Cal Cable 
withdrew July 3lst following a judg- 
ment of $140,000.00 against the line in an injury case, 
The Municipal Railway have restored its #80 bus line on 
Leavenworth and put on extra service on Sacramento and 
Sutter streets. Stockholders of the system have-held 
several meetings on the proposed sale to the city, but 
have so far failed to accept the offer of $150,000 free 
of all encumbrances, Some stockholders are holding out 
for a liquidation of the company's assets, but there is 

a possibility that the cmpany may be thrown into involun- 
tary bankruptcy by its ereditors, The company is still 


trying to get insurance, but meanwhile the cars are out of 
service, 





CAL CABLE SHUT DOWN 











RAVENSWOOD IMPORTANT DATES 


12/04 Santa Clara Interurban 
Railroad incorporated 
1/06 Peninsular Railway 
incorporated 
PALO ‘ diate Bg I tg lines in 
ALTO | alo © opened 
. | 6/30/09 Pesiassiasy Ry acquires 
Santa Clara Interurban 
1909 Stanford University line 
opened 
HAYFIELD 3/5/10 Interurban line to San 
) Jose opened 
1925 Palo Alto local lines 
abandoned 
10/21/29 Stanford Line abandoned 
interurban cut back to 
Mayfield 
To San Jose} 10/1/34 interurban abandoned 
To Los Gatos | 6/12/35 P Ry disincorporated, 
t to scale | R.I.P. 
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S.P. SEEKS END GRANTS PASS TRAINS The S.P. has filed a 

petition with the Calif- 
ornia Public Utilities Commission to-discontinue-trains 
327 and 328 running between Dunsmuir, California, and Grants} 
Pass, Oregon. These two trains connect with the Shasta 
Daylight at Dunsmuir. 








NORTIIWESTERN PACIFIC NOTES The proposed NWP diesels have 

been delivered to the S.P. 
instead of N.W.P. and some SP 5200's have been leased to 
the NWP. If the NWP had purchased locomotives they would 
have been subject to sales taxes, but the SP can accept 
delivery out of state and after a reasonable period they 
can be brought into California without paying sales tax. 
SP 1005 is in service at Eureka on the log trains. A two- 
unit, 800 hp each, diesel numbered SP 4600-4700 is in ser- 
vice on the NWP. It is easier on the track than the 1600 
hp road switchers, 





N.R.L. LEASES HAMMOND 12 The Northern Redwood Lumber is 
trying out Hammond Redwood mallet [ 
number 12 on the Arcata Mad River Railroad under lease with P 
the prospect that it may be purchased, Hammond took deliv- [ 
ery of an Alco 100 ton diesel last year and the 12 has not 
seen much service since, It is too heavy for the woods 
track, -- Ilumboldt Times 

N.R.L. has sold hiesler 22 to Botsford for scrap. 
Hammond is disassembling shay 31 and 2-8-2T 17 and will 
move them to Samoa for sale. -- Charles Givens 





SAN DIEGO NOTES Service on the SD&AE consists of a daily 

freight offering mixed service between 
Tijuana and Tecate only with combination cars 174 and 175 
and SP locomotives 5247 and 5248. A steam-powered freight 
operates between El Centro and Coyote Wells serving the 
Plaster City gypsum plant. Switching around San Diego is 
done by SP 5101, 5102 and 5113. 

Sixty-four street cars are-still stored in the Adams 
car barns including 11 PCC cars, 50 of the 400-series cars 
and 3 work cars, Practically all track has disappeared 
from San Diego. 

The Santa Fe has discontinued its roundhouse at Nat- 
ional City as of August Ist and transferred terminal oper- 
ations to 22nd Street, San Diego Yard. The Tie Yard at 
National “ity was moved to Summerville, Texas, two years 
ago. --Eric Sanders and R.P. Middlebrook 








TERRY MILL The last of the Terry Lumber Co. engines at 

Round Mountain was hauled out this spring (1951) 
after being partially scrapped in 1946. It was about 5 mile} 
from Terry Mill on a logging spur where it broke down some 
40 years ago. - Gibson 
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